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The Life of a Shepherd  
  
The life of a shepherd was a lonely one, and it could be  
dangerous as well.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
He led the sheep and goats,  
which  were always herded together,  
to an area where they could get food and water.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

 

A shepherd carried a staff, which was a curved piece of 
wood, usually a sapling, with a piece of side -growth that 
formed a V-shape useful for hooking an animal by its leg.  
  

He was also armed with a wooden club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wooden club was to defend himself and his animals 
against beasts of prey on the look-out for a meal; this 
could be wolves and hyenas, jackals, or even in the early 
period, lions and bears. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sling is mentioned in the Bible, which provides what is believed to 
be the oldest textual reference to a sling in the Book of Judges, 20:16. 
This text was thought to have been written about 1000 BC, but refers to 
events several centuries earlier. 

The Bible also provides one of the more famous slinger stories, the 
battle between David and Goliath, I Samuel 17. In this story, the 
shepherd David, unarmored and equipped only with a sling, defeats 
the warrior champion Goliath with a well -aimed shot to the head. The 
story serves to emphasize two important aspects of the sling: it is a 
low -status weapon, but in the hands of an expert it is not to be 
underestimated. 

The sling was the weapon of choice for shepherds in the field because 
it was useful for fighting off other animals. This fact is  reflected in  I 
Samuel 17:34-36 as David convinces Saul to let him fight Goliath on 
behalf of the Israelites. Saul must have been convinced of his great skill 
with the sling for he knows if David is defeated so is the Israelite army. 
The sling may have been a low-status weapon among the Philistines 
but it was a perfect weapon for the Israelites for it required little 
resources and was easily produced. Due to this fact this was a 
commonly used weapon by the Israelite militia .[ Use of the sling is also 
mentioned in 2 Kings 3:25, 1 Chronicles 12:2, and 2 Chronicles 26:14 to 
further illustrate Israelite use.  

The oldest known existing slings were found in the tomb of  
Tutankhamen who died about  1325 B.C.. A pair of finely braided slings 
were found with other weapons.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Judges
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goliath
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Samuel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Samuel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_the_King
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sling_(weapon)#cite_note-9#cite_note-9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutankhamen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1320s_BC


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Jacka l 

Hyena 

  

Shepherds used their weapons to protect their 

flocks from these animals.   

 

Syrian Bear  

Wolf  

Jackal  

Lion 


